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Yoshitomo Nara 

Sleepless Night Sitting, 2007 

Mixed media  

Edition of 300  

11.75 х 5.5 х 6.5 in.  

29.84 x 13.97 x 16.51 cm. 

Est. US$25,000–35,000 

 

New York / Berlin, January 8, 2014—artnet Auctions is pleased to announce Superflat: Murakami 

and Friends, a special live auction presenting a diverse selection of art in all media by artist Takashi 

Murakami (Japanese, b.1962), who is considered to be the father of the iconic Japanese ‘Superflat’ 

artistic style, as well as other notable artists of the movement Hiro Ando, Chiho Aoshima, Yoshitomo 

Nara, Aya Takano, Hideaki Kawashima, Shintaro Miyake, and Ai Yamaguchi, among others. This sale 

offers paintings, original works on paper, sculptures, and prints and multiples, with estimates 

ranging from US$1,000 to over 55,000.  

 

Paintings and original drawings are an important facet of the sale. With an estimate of US$12,000–

15,000, Yoshitomo Nara’s authenticated Untitled (Who Snatched the Babies?) is an acrylic, colored 

pencil, and pen work on paper depicting a young girl flying a plane while seemingly unaware that 

bombs are falling to the ground as she pilots. Also included is acclaimed artist Hideaki Kawashima 
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(Japanese, b.1969), renowned for his decades-long series of serene figurative compositions that 

feature amorphous feminine figures with large doe-eyes and painted lips who float against 

monochromatic backgrounds. Glance (2004), with an estimate of US$6,000–8,000 is a sublime 

painting by Kawashima, whose brilliant, magenta background adds dynamism and energy to the 

ethereal central figure.  

Sculptures featured in the sale include Sleepless Night Sitting (2007), an iconic mixed-media 

sculpture by Nara. With an estimate of US$25,000–35,000, and from an edition of 300, Nara depicts 

one of his beloved cartoonish figures in grey flannel wearing a drowsy expression, seated on a 

wooden bench unable to sleep, as the title underscores. SamuraiCat (Pink Pigment), (2006) is a 

much sought-after cast resin and vivid pink pigment sculpture in the round by celebrated artist Hiro 

Ando (Japanese, b.1973), that transforms a docile cat into a fierce Samurai warrior in the artist’s 

iconic Neo-Pop manner. A deliberate nod to the artist Yves Klein’s iconic use of pink pigment, this is 

the only edition from eight to come to auction, accompanied by the Plexiglas box designed by the 

artist to both protect and isolate the work, and is offered with an estimate of  US$7,000–9,000.  

Prints and multiples are also featured in the sale, with a diverse selection of works by Chiho Aoshima, 

Mr., Takashi Murakami, Yoshitomo Nara, Aya Takano, and Ai Yamaguchi. One of the finest works in 

the sale is Murakami’s rare Dumb Compass (2009), a visually arresting and important gold leaf and 

silkscreen print in colors. From an edition of 30, and with an estimate of US$12,000–15,000, this is 

the only known edition of this print to come to international auction, and is one of the most colorful, 

complex, and celebratory prints by Murakami to date. 

Superflat: Murakami and Friends will be live on artnet Auctions from January 14 to 23, 2014, and 

on view at http://www.artnet.com/auctions/search/?q=keyword-superflat_2014-category-all-

artworks-active-auctions-only.  

 Register to bid on artnet Auctions: https://www.artnet.com/auctions/register-to-bid 

 View all lots: http://www.artnet.com/auctions/all-artworks/ 

 

For more information about this sale, please contact artnet Auctions specialists: 

Heather Russell 

Senior Specialist, Asian Modern and Contemporary Art 

+1-212-497-9700 ext. 692 

hrussell@artnet.com 
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About artnet: 

artnet is the leading resource for the international art market, and the principal platform for art 

auctions on the Internet. With products such as artnet Auctions, the artnet Price Database, artnet 

Galleries, and artnet Analytics Reports, artnet is the only company to offer a 

comprehensive combination of art market resources. 

Founded in 1989, and online since 1995, artnet was the first online source for art research and 

pricing. Host to 2 million visitors each month, artnet provides reliable information and market 

transparency to art collectors, galleries, auction houses, museums, and investors.  

 

About artnet Auctions: 

With 24/7 worldwide bidding, artnet Auctions is the world’s first online auction platform to buy and 

sell Modern and Contemporary paintings, prints, photographs, sculptures, and more.  
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