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 Presents 
Christo 

  

A special sale showcasing works by the famous sculptor and his wife 

Jeanne-Claude, live on artnet Auctions from January 28 through  

February 6, 2014 

 

 
Christo and Jeanne-Claude 

Over the River (Project for Arkansas River, Colorado), 2000 

Mixed media and collage on paper laid on panel 

8.4 x 10.9 in. 

21.3 x 27.8 cm. 

Est. US$20,000–30,000 

 

New York / Berlin, January 28, 2014—artnet Auctions is pleased to announce Christo, an 

extraordinary sale of over 40 prints, drawings, photos, and posters by the sculptor Christo 

(Bulgarian, b.1935) and his late wife, Jeanne-Claude (French, 1935–2009). The auction includes 

works that span the artists’ 50-year career, documenting their most spectacular environmental 

installations, funded completely through the sale of preparatory drawings and prints.  
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The auction presents two exquisitely detailed collaged drawings, estimated at US$20,000 to 30,000 

each, for an upcoming project entitled Over the River. The installation will require the suspension of 

a 5.9-mile curtain of fabric over the Arkansas River in central Colorado for a two-week period in 

2015. A set of three lithographs entitled The Mastaba, A Project for Abu Dhabi, estimated at 

US$2,000 to 3,000, document another upcoming project. Comprised of 410,000 barrels, and 

measuring 492 feet high—eclipsing the pyramids of Giza in terms of size—The Mastaba, Project for 

Abu Dhabi will be the largest sculpture in the world, and the artist’s only permanent installation.  

Over the years, Christo has created prints and drawings for projects that have never been realized. 

One of these is Wrapped Building, Project for 1 Times Square, Allied Chemical Tower, New York 

(1991), a project that proposed to drape the iconic building where the ball is dropped every New 

Year’s Eve completely in fabric. The project is brought to life in a collaged, three-dimensional 

lithograph that incorporates fabric and thread, and is estimated at US$10,000 to 15,000. Another 

unrealized project is represented in a collaged lithograph entitled Mein Kölner Dom, Wrapped, 

Project for Cologne (1992), estimated at US$10,000 to 12,000. For this project, the artists 

audaciously proposed to shroud the Roman Catholic 13th-century masterpiece completely in fabric.   

The auction features several pieces that document Christo’s earliest installations. In the artist’s 1962 

notorious Wall of Oil Barrels—The Iron Curtain (1961–1962), Christo blocked off the narrow rue 

Visconti in Paris for eight hours with a barrier of 89 oil barrels to protest the recent construction of 

the Berlin Wall. Christo’s street installation, which outraged Parisians, is represented in this sale by 

an offset lithograph accompanied by a very rare artist’s book, both signed, which document the 

event, estimated at US$1,200 to 1,600. Between 1964 and 1965, Christo covered the windows of 

various shop windows in his Wrapped Store Front series. Several works related to this project are 

included in the sale, including Storefront Project (1965), a hand-drawn, mixed-media work 

estimated at US$45,000 to 60,000; Storefront/Project for Landfall Press (1978), a rare lithograph 

and collage Christmas card estimated at US$800 to 1,200; and Orange Storefront, Project (1991), a 

dimensional, mixed-media, collaged print estimated at US$4,000 to 6,000. 

Starting in the late 1950s, before he had the means to finance his world-famous environmental 

projects, Christo wrapped small objects, such as bottles, magazines, flowers, and books. He 

continued to work with these everyday objects in collaged prints through the 1980s onward. Some 

of the best examples in this auction are Wrapped Bottle, Project for Kochberg Spatlese (2002), 

estimated at US$2,000 to 3,000; Package on Radio Flyer Wagon, Project (1993), estimated at 

US$4,000 to 5,000; and Wrapped Telephone, Project for L.M. Ericsson Model (1985), estimated at 

US$4,000 to 6,000. 

The most enigmatic work in the sale is Wrapped Painting (1969), a lithograph printed on the front 

and back showing a painting draped in black plastic, estimated at US$1,500 to 2,000. Published on 

the occasion of Christo’s wrapping the Museum of Contemporary Art in Chicago, the print speaks to 
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the very heart of Christo’s work. Once concealed through wrapping, a painting, building, coastline, or 

object is transformed into something that defies identification, urging the viewer to consider other 

possibilities.    

 

Christo is live on artnet Auctions from January 28 through February 6, 2014, and is on view at 

http://www.artnet.com/auctions/search/?q=keyword-christo_2014-category-all-artworks-active-

auctions-only/. 

 Register to bid on artnet Auctions: https://www.artnet.com/auctions/register-to-bid 

 View all lots: http://www.artnet.com/auctions/all-artworks/ 

 

For more information about this sale, please contact artnet Auctions specialist: 

 

Deborah Ripley 

Senior Specialist, Contemporary Art 

+1-212-497-9700 ext. 174 

dripley@artnet.com 

 

About artnet: 

artnet is the leading resource for the international art market, and the principal platform for art 

auctions on the Internet. With products such as artnet Auctions, the artnet Price Database, artnet 

Galleries, and artnet Analytics Reports, artnet is the only company to offer a 

comprehensive combination of art market resources. 

Founded in 1989, and online since 1995, artnet was the first online source for art research and 

pricing. Host to 2 million visitors each month, artnet provides reliable information and market 

transparency to art collectors, galleries, auction houses, museums, and investors.  

 

About artnet Auctions: 

With 24/7 worldwide bidding, artnet Auctions is the world’s first online auction platform to buy and 

sell Modern and Contemporary paintings, prints, photographs, sculptures, and more.  
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