
 PRESS RELEASE                   For Immediate Release 

 

 Presents 
 Stopping Time: Capturing the Photographic Second 

 
 

A selection of works demonstrating how photographers have captured time 

and examined motion 
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Henri Cartier-Bresson 

Behind the Gare Saint-Lazare, 1932 

Gelatin silver print 

17.8 x 11.9 in.  

45.2 x 30.2 cm. 

Est. US$12,000–15,000 

€9,109–11,418 

New York / Berlin, May 14, 2013  

“Time is an illusion.” -Albert Einstein   

“A photograph can be an instant of life captured for eternity that will never cease looking back at 

you.” -Brigitte Bardot 

Capturing time is something that has fascinated photographers since the formal invention of 

photography in 1826. However, it was not until the pioneering work of Eadweard Muybridge and his 

magnum opus Animal Locomotion (1884–1887) that photographers, scientists, and inventors finally 

realized that stopping time with a camera was within reach. artnet Auctions is pleased to present 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/9810.Albert_Einstein
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/710919.Brigitte_Bardot
http://www.artnet.com/?utm_campaign=pressrelease&utm_source=51613stoppingtime&utm_medium=link
http://www.artnet.com/auctions/?utm_campaign=pressrelease&utm_source=51613stoppingtime&utm_medium=link
http://www.artnet.com/auctions/search/?q=keyword-time_2013-category-all-artworks-active-auctions-only/?utm_campaign=pressrelease&utm_source=51613stoppingtime&utm_medium=link


Stopping Time: Capturing the Photographic Second, a sale featuring the work of innovators including 

Eadweard Muybridge, Berenice Abbott, and Gjon Mili, as well as Contemporary artists such as Adam 

Fuss, Matthew Pillsbury, and Sarah Pickering. Works in the sale will range in value from US$3,000 to 

20,000.  

This special sale presents both classic and contemporary approaches to the theme of “time.” One 

highlight of the sale is Henri Cartier-Bresson’s iconic image, Behind the Gare Saint-Lazare (1932), 

estimated at US$12,000 to 15,000. Cartier-Bresson was the master at capturing what he called “the 

decisive moment,” and this particular image has often been cited as one that epitomizes his method 

of operation. Cartier-Bresson freezes the moment just before the man’s heel hits the puddle, with 

the man’s reflection mirrored in the still water below him.        

The sale also features Hiroshi Sugimoto’s Time Exposed (1991), a portfolio comprised of 51 tri-tone 

offset lithographs, estimated at US$15,000 to 18,000. Though taken from nearly identical vantage 

points, each photograph in the series captures a different body of water from around the world, 

evoking the infinite nature of the ocean in a rich palette of black, gray, and white tones. Central to 

Sugimoto’s work is the idea of photography as a means of freezing time and preserving memory, a 

theme which he conveys through his meticulous attention to craftsmanship and the nuances of the 

photographic process.  

Another highlight of the sale is Harold Eugene Edgerton’s Cranberry Juice Dropping into Milk, 

estimated at US$3,500 to 4,000. Edgerton, an engineering professor, contributed to the invention of 

stroboscopic lighting for photography. With this technology, he was able to record split-second 

moments that the human eye would otherwise miss, such as the splash created as a drop of juice 

hits the surface of milk.  

 

Stopping Time: Capturing the Photographic Second will be live on artnet Auctions from May 14 

through 21, 2013, and on view here. 

 

 Register to bid on artnet Auctions: https://www.artnet.com/auctions/register-to-bid/ 

 View all lots: http://www.artnet.com/auctions/all-artworks/ 

 

For more information about this sale, please contact artnet Auctions specialist: 

Miles Barth 

Senior Specialist, Photographs 

+1-212-497-9700 ext. 123 

MBarth@artnet.com 
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Media Contacts: 

To receive further information and images, or to arrange interviews, members of the media may 

contact: 

Elizabeth Reina-Longoria or Deirdre Maher 

+1-212-675-1800 

Elizabeth@bluemedium.com or Deirdre@bluemedium.com 

 

About artnet:  

artnet is the leading resource for the international art market and the principal platform for art 

auctions on the Internet. With products such as artnet Auctions, the artnet Price Database, artnet 

Galleries, and artnet Analytics Reports, artnet is the only company to offer a 

comprehensive combination of art market resources. 

Founded in 1989 and online since 1995, artnet was the first online source for art research and 

pricing. Host to two million visitors each month, artnet provides reliable information and market 

transparency to art collectors, galleries, auction houses, museums, and investors.  

 

About artnet Auctions: 

With 24/7 worldwide bidding, artnet Auctions is the world’s first online auction platform to buy and 

sell Modern and Contemporary paintings, prints, photographs, sculptures, and more. artnet has been 

online since 1995, and is host to approximately 2 million visitors each month. Through the artnet 

Price Database of all auction sales results worldwide since 1985 and artnet Galleries, artnet is the 

leading online resource for the international art market. 
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