
 PRESS RELEASE                  For Immediate Release 

 

 Presents 

Prints from Chiron Press 
 

 Live sale on artnet Auctions from October 15 through 24, 2013 

 
 

 

       
           Roy Lichtenstein 
           Brushstroke, 1965 
           Silkscreen in colors 
           23 x 29 in.  
           58.42 x 73.66 cm. 
           AP aside from edition of 280 
           Signed and inscribed in pencil 
           Est. US$12,000–18,000 

 
 

 
New York / Berlin, October 15, 2013—artnet Auctions is proud to present Prints from Chiron 

Press, live from October 15 through 24, 2013. During its brief existence from 1963 to 1968, Chiron 

Press acted as a breeding ground for many future Pop artists, collaborating with artists such as Roy 

Lichtenstein, Andy Warhol, and James Rosenquist, among others. Pop Art was not Chiron’s only 

focus. During its six year duration, the atelier produced prints that reflected the divergent artistic 

voices of the time. The sale also includes notable screenprints by Nicholas Krushenick, Marisol, 

Elaine de Kooning, Helen Frankenthaler, and Robert Mangold. 

 

Prints from Chiron Press features over 35 prints, the majority of which come from the collection of 

Stephen Poleskie, Chiron’s master printer and owner. The auction includes a preparatory drawing, as 

well as extremely rare prints that have never been offered.   
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Chiron Press (named after the mythical centaur) was the brainchild of Poleskie, an artist who had 

worked briefly in commercial screenprinting in Miami before moving to New York City to E. 10th 

Street, the nexus of the downtown New York art scene. In 1963, after fielding numerous questions 

from fellow artists about how to print screenprints, Poleskie opened a print shop (originally called 

Aardvark Press) at 614 E. 11th Street and became the master printer, employing Brice Marden 

(American, b.1938) as his press assistant.  

 

This auction features the first prints ever made at Chiron Press, a suite of four screenprints by Alfred 

Jensen entitled Duality Triumphant: I, II, III, and IV, 1963, with an estimate of US$2,500 to 3,500. 

A highlight of the auction is Roy Lichtenstein’s first screenprint, Brushstroke, 1965, estimated at 

US$12,000 to 18,000. In this revolutionary work, Lichtenstein drew a picture of a brushstroke that 

looked as though it had been rendered by a commercial artist. Since screen printing was at this time 

still considered a purely commercial process and never intended for artists, its use to produce 

Brushstroke was an innovative graphic approach for Lichtenstein. Warhol worked with Chiron Press 

on two separate occasions. The resulting sculptural prints bore a resemblance to Oldenburg’s large 

soft sculptures of the period. Included in the sale is Lincoln Center Ticket, 1967, estimated at 

US$7,500 to 8,500, an enormous ticket stub measuring 45 x 24 inches and printed on opaque 

acrylic, published by the Leo Castelli Gallery to commemorate the fifth New York Film Festival at 

Lincoln Center.   

 

The sale, Prints from Chiron Press, presents a unique opportunity to acquire early Pop prints from 

an important historical source. The sale is live on artnet Auctions from October 15 through 24, 2013, 

and is on view at http://www.artnet.com/auctions/search/?q=keyword-chiron_2013/. 

 

For more detailed information on Chiron Press, read the profile article on artnet Insights. 

 

 Register to bid on artnet Auctions: https://www.artnet.com/auctions/register-to-bid 

 View all lots: http://www.artnet.com/auctions/all-artworks/ 

 

For more information about this sale, please contact artnet Auctions specialist: 

Deborah Ripley 

Senior Specialist, Prints 

+1-212-497-9700 ext. 174 

DRipley@artnet.com 

 

Rebecca Lax 

Senior Specialist, Prints 

+1-212-497-9700 ext. 125 
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RLax@artnet.com 

 

Media Contacts: 

To receive further information and images, or to arrange interviews, members of the media may 

contact: 

Elizabeth Reina-Longoria or Deirdre Maher 

+1-212-675-1800 

Elizabeth@bluemedium.com or Deirdre@bluemedium.com 

 

 

 

About artnet: 

artnet is the leading resource for the international art market, and the principal platform for art auctions 

on the Internet. With products such as artnet Auctions, the artnet Price Database, artnet Galleries, and 

artnet Analytics Reports, artnet is the only company to offer a comprehensive combination of art market 

resources. 

 

Founded in 1989, and online since 1995, artnet was the first online source for art research and pricing. 

Host to 2 million visitors each month, artnet provides reliable information and market transparency to art 

collectors, galleries, auction houses, museums, and investors. 

 

About artnet Auctions: 

With 24/7 worldwide bidding, artnet Auctions is the world’s first online auction platform to buy and sell 

Modern and Contemporary paintings, prints, photographs, sculptures, and more.  
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